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Speech at a Meeting with Voters of 
the Kuibyshev Constituency in 
Moscow 


March 2, 1984 


Dear comrades, 

Allow me sincerely to thank all who have 
spoken here, and all the working people of the 
Kuibyshev district of Moscow who have nomi- 
nated me a candidate for election as Deputy to the 
USSR Supreme Soviet. | regard this trust as sup- 
port for the Leninist course of our Party and your 
endorsement of the activities of its Central 
Committee and the Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee. | assure you that | shall devote all my 
energies to justifying the high honour of being 
your Deputy. 

Quite recently we suffered a grievous loss: Yuri 
Vladimirovich Andropov, an outstanding Party and 
State figure, passed away. He was a leader of the 
Leninist type. He did not tolerate routine and cli- 
ches, he knew how to overcome inertia, how to 
rouse people to make concerted efforts to con- 
solidate the might of our homeland, to pro- 
mote world peace. Under his leadership the Party 
Central Committee and its Political Bureau began 
to bring about important positive changes in the 
life of the country. 

The collectively elaborated guidelines for the key 
directions of social development and everything 
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that has been achieved in the recent period are 
weighty political capital. And we shall preserve 
and multiply it. 

Comrades, the election campaign is drawing to a 
close. This year it has been marked by the great 
enthusiasm and businesslike nature of electors' 
meetings. ۱۲ has been living testimony to the un- 
shakable unity of the Party and the people. The 
CPSU attaches great significance to the elections 
to the Supreme Soviet. For they are in essence an 
account which Soviet government renders to the 
working people. They are also a form of control by 
the masses over the work of those whom they have 
empowered to govern the socialist state. 

It has always been a tradition of our Party to talk 
frankly and honestly with the masses. Precisely 
such an approach permeates the Address of the 
CPSU Central Committee, setting out the Party's 
election platform. 

In their speeches at meetings with voters my 
comrades ا٦‎ the Political Bureau and the 
Secretariat of the Central Committee have Spoken 
in detail about our domestic and foreign policy and 
our plans for the future. Permit me too to voice 
some thoughts on this matter. 

You well know how much attention the Party is 
paying to economic questions. These took a very 
prominent place in the work and decisions of the 
26th CPSU Congress. They were subjected to 
realistic analysis at the Central Committee plenary 
meetings in November 1982 and December 1983. 
The importance of several key problems of national 
economic development was also stressed at the 
February plenary meeting of the Central 
Committee. 

What can be said in this regard about the period 
that has passed since the previous elections to the 
Supreme Soviet? 


It has been a fruitful period by and large. The 
nation's productive forces have gained strength 
and undergone considerable renewal. Over a 
thousand industrial enterprises with modern equip- 
ment have come into operation. The reconstruction 
and modernisation of existing plants and factories 
have been carried out on a substantial scale. 
Although, let me say frankly, less has been done in 
this field than we would have liked. The fuel- and 
energy-producing capacities of the national 
economy have been expanded. Trunk gas pipelines 
of a total length of almost 40,000 kilometres have 
been laid—such a scale and pace of construction 
are unprecedented in world practice. We have 
succeeded in turning very many factories, towns 
and villages over to natural gas supply. The 
number of domestic consumers of gas has in- 
creased by 30 million. 

These years have seen considerable achieve- 
ments in many other fields as well. We have, for 
example, developed a unique nuclear reactor with 
a generating capacity of 1,500,000 kilowatts. The 
powerful nuclear icebreakers built in our country 
have written a new chapter in the history of Arctic 
exploration. Mineral prospecting by super-deep 
boreholes has begun. Lasers have begun to be 
widely used in industry and medicine. 

Quite a lot has been done to promote agriculture. 
The power-to -worker ratio here has risen by 30 per 
cent. Mineral fertiliser supplies to collective and 
state farms have increased by almost a third. 
Combined with the development of new forms of 
the organisation of work and economic manage- 
ment in the countryside, this is producing tangible 
results. 

Judge for yourselves. Last year too the weather 
did not favour us and yet the grain harvest topped 
190 million tons. Livestock productivity has also 
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appreciably increased. All this again shows that 
even in difficult conditions, well-organised hard 
work bears fruit. The specific task now is to mobi- 
lise people, to get all the machinery and equipment 
ready and to ensure that field work is well or- 
ganised. And no time must be lost—after all, spring 
sowing is just round the corner, as they say. Care 
must also be taken to ensure that the wintering of 
livestock is successfully concluded. 

In the last five years complications in Inter - 
national affairs have forced us to divert sizable 
resources to meet needs related to Strengthenihg 
our country's security. But even in these circum- 
stances we have never even contemplated any cut- 
ting back of social programmes. For the ultimate 
aim of all our work is to improve-the life of Soviet 
people. And we take a broad view of this. We want 
people not only to be better provided for materially 
but also to be physically fit, intellectually devel- 
oped and socially active. 

In the past period four-fifths of the national 
income has been used to raise the people's well- 
being. Real incomes have risen and the public 
consumption funds have somewhat increased. And 
this, after all, is the source from which we draw 
finance for education, the health service, the pay- 
ment of pensions and housing maintenance. 

Our Food Programme, as well as the programme 
to develop the production of consumer goods and 
the services industry, which is in the drafting stage, 
are also directed to raising the people's well-being. 
Much is now being done to expand the production 
of quality goods in great demand. Modernisation 
of light and food industry enterprises has begun. In 
this we are actively cooperating with the member- 
countries of the Council for Mutual Economic 
Assistance. 

Such vital problems as the construction of hous- 


ig and pre-school institutions and the expansion 
of the network of hospitals and polyclinics are 
among the constant concerns of the Party. Over 
two million flats were built last year—more than in 
any of the past five years. The target for housing to 
be completed in the current five-year plan is a 
very high one. But there are grounds for believing 
it will be met, or perhaps even exceeded. 

We all, of course, realise that the housing problem 
is still far from solved and we will seek ways of 
further improving housing conditions, and not only 
with public funds. We should perhaps more boldly 
extend cooperative forms and individual building. 
As for day nurseries and creches, the acuteness has 
been somewhat eased, but a lot remains to be done. 

In the next few years it is planned to raise the 
pay of teachers and other workers in public edu- 
cation. Concern will continue to be shown for war 
and labour veterans, large families and newly- 
weds, in general, for improving the living con- 
ditions of Soviet people. 

Evidently, special mention should be made of the 
year 1983. As you know, the November 1982 
plenary meeting of the CPSU Central Committee 
drew up a set of measures which made our 
economy more dynamic. We began to overcome 
the unfavourable trend of the first two years of the 
current five-year-plan period, when economic 
growth rates were slowing down. Of particular 
value is the increased growth rate of labour pro- 
ductivity and the improvement of qualitative indi- 
cators in many sectors of the economy. 

Let us take your district, for instance. The entire 
increment in industrial output has been obtained 
without increasing the size of the workforce. You 
have actively joined the campaign now under way 
for overfulfilling the plan targets for increasing 
labour productivity and reducing production costs. 
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Permit me to congratulate weaver Maria 
Polishchuk, turner Alexander Gorbunov, glass- 
blower Nina Izmailova, assembly worker Alexander 
Serov, all the leading workers of the Kuibyshev 
district on their personal successes in work. 

Today Victor Vasilyevich Grishin told me that the 
working people of Moscow have fulfilled and even 
slightly overfulfilled the plan for the past two 
months. This is a great achievement. Permit me 
from this rostrum to convey our very best wishes to 
all Muscovites and warm thanks for their great 
labours! 

What has been achieved, comrades, is, of course, 
only the beginning of a great effort. We have very 
many things to do, things that are urgent. We can 
make and wish to make more rapid progress. We 
can and must solve the problems of intensive 
development of the economy much more energet- 
ically. Only on this basis, after all, can the material 
and cultural requirements of the people be ever 
more fully satisfied. 

In brief, speaking of our plans for the future, one 
should never forget the simple truth: to live better, 
we must work better. To make good progress in 
carrying out our social programmes there must be a 
stable, dynamic growth of the economy and, above 
all, of its efficiency. This is what was discussed at 
the December and February plenary meetings of 
the Central Committee. 

We have succeeded in improving the economic 
indicators mainly by putting to use resources 
which lay, so to speak, to hand, on the surface. We 
set about strengthening order, organisation and 
discipline, and this immediately had a noticeable 
economic effect. 

We must now go further—towards profound 
qualitative changes in the national economy. 

In our economy there are still quite a few sectors 
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in which the lag literally strikes the eye. Far from 
full use is being made of the existing production 
potential. The experimental base of engineering is 
impermissibly weak. The proportion of arduous 
manual and unskilled labour in industrial produc- 
tion and construction is being reduced too slowly. 

It is absolutely necessary for us to secure the 
rapid and continuous modernisation of all branch- 
es of the national economy on the basis of the 
present-day achievements in science and tech- 
nology. This is one of our basic tasks. Without it 
social progress is simply inconceivable. 

The Party is also urgently posing the question of 
embarking on a large-scale improvement of the 
management of the economy and restructuring of 
the economic machinery. The main directions of this 
work have been determined. They fully accord with 
the Leninist principle of democratic centralism. 

Undoubtedly we must strengthen centralised 
management and planning and see that they become 
more effective and flexible. We must organise the 
work in such a way that central economic bodies 
devote all their efforts to deciding questions which 
are of really key importance for the country. And 
some of the matters that they are currently concerned 
with can very well be dealt with by organisations at 
lower, sectoral or local levels. 

We have checked and will continue to check any 
actions dictated by narrow departmental or paro- 
chial considerations. But let's face it, comrades, 
there are still instances when local initiative is 
being curbed under the pretext of combatting par- 
ochial practices. This is no good at all. The de- 
velopment of economic initiative and creative atti- 
tudes at the level of economic regions, associ- 
ations and enterprises is one of the most important, 
truly nationwide tasks. 

It is also, you may say, a question of further 
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strengthening friendship among the peoples of our 
country, one of the most important bases of the 
Party's Leninist policy. There must be an increase 
in the opportunities each republic has to make an 
effective contribution to the development of the 
Soviet economy as an integral economic complex. 
It goes without saying that here nationwide inter- 
ests should be placed above everything else. This 
follows directly from the internationalist nature of 
our society and our world outlook. 

The forms of economic activity, comrades, 
should meet modern requirements. The economic 
experiments now under way will undoubtedly help 
ensure this. 

The essence of these experiments is to give 
enterprises more rights, to enhance their responsi- 
bility and free them from excessive tutelage on the 
part of central bodies. A practical test wili make it 
possible to pass from the stage of quests to con- 
fident advance. But, of course, comrades, the quest 
for new forms and their introduction into practice 
should not be confined to those enterprises which 
are involved in one experiment or another. 

It is obvious to everyone, for instance, that scope 
must be given for the introduction of cost account- 
ing principles everywhere. Everything which 
stands in the way of this must be removed. ) 

One of our main concerns should be to see to it 
that the socialist principle of payment accord ing to 
work done should be implemented always and 
everywhere. Those who work full out must de- 
finitely have better earnings. Some may say: but we 
already know how to punish slack workers by 
reducing their pay and are awarding bonuses to 
good workers. This is indeed true. But the punish- 
ment is, evidently, not yet strict enough, while the 
material encouragement is not as fair, and some- 
times not as generous, if you like, as it should be. 
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This question must be tackled in real earnest, and 
without delay either. 

We must resolutely combat all manifestations of 
conservatism and sluggishness. In a word, the 
slogan of the day in the economy must be: from a 
correct idea, armed with experience, proceed 
boldly to action! 

As you see, comrades, a great deal is being done 
to enhance the effectiveness of the national 
economy in this country. This is not, as you realise, 
an easy operation. Yet at its very height, last June, 
a Central Committee plenary meeting was held to 
discuss questions of the ideological and mass polit- 
ical work of the Party. Why? What connection does 
this have with our economic concerns? There is a 
direct and inseparable connection. 

The point is that today, as never in the past, 
success in Party guidance of society depends on 
consistent observance of the Leninist principle of 
the unity of ideological, organisational and eco- 
nomic work. 

Building and perfecting socialism means not only 
building modern plants and electric power stations, 
and making our land, our towns and villages more 
beautiful. This is an essential but by no means the 
sole concern of Communists. In transforming living 
conditions of the people, we must at the same time 
do everything for their ideological and moral en- 
hancement. It is clear that without doing a great deal 
for people's cultural advancement and their socialist 
education one cannot cope with the tasks of per- 
fecting mature socialism. 

The essence of the decisions of the June plenary 
meeting consists precisely in setting in motion all 
the creative forces stemming from the conscien- 
tiousness and ideological staunchness of the 
masses. This, after all, is the basis of their activity at 
work and in public life. 
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| have spoken of the need for a considerable 
restructuring of the system of economic manage- 
ment. It is clear, though, that the improvement of 
this system is by no means just a matter of elim- 
inating shortcomings in the activities of those 
whom we might call nominal managers. 

No less important is something else: that the 
work must be organised so that the initiative and 
creative talents of the broadest masses of working 
people are manifested in all their force and 
fecundity. 

| was told that at several enterprises in your 
district industrial robots have taken over some 
production operations. In time there will, of course, 
be more. But even then, ۱ assure you, the import- 
ance of what we call the human factor of economic 
progress, or, in other words, people's knowledge, 
interests and attitudes will be undiminished. In 
the final analysis, after all, everything is the work of 
man and the pride of man. Scientific and tech- 
irm progress will never invalidate this old 
truin. 

Soviet people should always be fully competent 
and responsible masters of production. This pur- 
pose is served by the Law on Work Collectives 
adopted last year. It aims at further promoting 
precisely the businesslike initiative of working 
people. 

Moral stimuli have an immense role to play in the 
life of every work collective. Work in this country is 
the basis of a person's public recognition and his 
social prestige. Idlers, job-hoppers and drunkards 
who try to hide their own sloth and negligence 
under the lofty title of working man, and even 
demand public respect arouse our people’s just 
indignation. One of the main tasks of our edu- 
cational work is to create and consolidate in 
society an atmosphere of respect for work and, at 
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the same time, of intolerance of and contempt for 
every kind of idleness, laxity and irresponsibility. 

There is something else ! would like to stress. 
You know that the Party and the state have step- 
ped up the struggle against such disgraceful 
phenomena as the squandering of state funds, 
resorting to eye-wash, abuse of office, embezzle- 
ment and bribery. This is not a temporary cam- 
paign. It is a policy that will be pursued constantly 
and undeviatingly. 

Here no one is being or will be spared. No one 
should have any illusions on this score. For this 
reason officials should have a greater sense of 
responsibility and be more exacting. Party organisa- 
tions and work collectives and all Soviet people 
must pay constant attention to these questions and 
the organs of people's control, of public order and 
justice should work even more effectively. 

Comrades, there is probably no place in our vast 
country where the problems and the future of 
Soviet schools are not being discussed. The ques- 
tion of Soviet school reform leaves no one in- 
different. It concerns literally all, old and young, as 
they say. The nationwide discussion of the draft 
reform for general education and vocational 
schools is a striking example of how the Soviet 
government tackles matters of national importance, 
It is an example of genuine democracy. You are, of 
course, familiar with the general outlines of the 
reform. There is only one thing | would like to 
speak about here. It is labour education. 

Work will never be fun or entertainment. Even 
under communism it will remain, as Marx put it, "a 
devilishly serious business". Working is hard, but 
nothing can be done about that. Some parents, 
however, are tempted to rid their children of dif- 
ficulties. Meanwhile only socially useful work 
makes a person's life meaningful. So we must 
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teach our children not what is easy—they wal 
manage that by themselves—but what is difficult. 
One of the major aims of education is to develop in 
schoolchildren a love of work and to use to the full 
the force of productive work in the education 
process. 

What we are talking about, as you understand, is 
not the belittling of the importance of general 
education and culture or the introduction of some- 
thing like labour conscription. The school reform 
has nothing to do with any such ideas which are 
being put about by hostile radio stations. What we 
mean is something different: a person who has not 
been taught to work cannot be a conscientious 
builder of a new world. 

It is our constant concern to train young people 
who will not falter or bend under the weight of the 
historic responsibility for the destiny of the 
country, the destinies of socialism and peace, and 
who will be able both to assimilate the experience 
of the older generations and enrich it with their 
own accomplishments. Training such young 
people is a matter for school and the family, but 
not only for them. It is also a matter for the Young 
Communist League, the trade unions, and work 
collectives. 

This is an important task for the Party, because, 
in the final analysis, it is a question of effectively 
safeguarding the future of our socialist homeland. 
We are tackling this task, and tackling it 
successfully! 

Comrades, shortly before the emergence of the 
world's first state of workers and peasants Lenin 
wrote: "Under socialism... the mass of the popu- 
lation will rise to taking an /ndependent part, not 
only in voting and elections, but a/so in the every- 
day administration of the state." Today, too, the 
success of the bodies of our people's government, 
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primarily that of the Soviets, hinges on the ever 
greater involvement of politically conscious and 
mature, thinking citizens in running the affairs of 
state. 

The activists of the Soviets, and they are tens of 
millions of men and women, should be really 
active. The opportunities for this have considerably 
increased over the past few years. The Soviets at all 
levels have come to play a more important role in 
tackling various economic, social and political 
tasks. 

Quite rightly, the local Soviets have begun go 
coordinate to a greater extent the activities “of 
enterprises belonging to different economic sectors 
situated on their territory. It is good that they are 
increasing their control over the production of 
consumer goods, the development of the service 
industry and environmental protection. In general, 
the controlling functions of the Soviets must be 
increased and increased. There is ample scope for 
work in this field. 

It is extremely important for the further develop- 
ment of the democratic foundations of the Soviet 
State to keep people better informed of how things 
stand in reality and to give greater publicity to the 
work of Party and government organisations. The 
mass media have an important role to play in this 
respect. 

Although their work has of late improved, we 
expect from them more profound and interesting 
information about the life of the country and the 
world at large and that they will be bolder in 
presenting pressing issues. 

And, of course, it is always necessary to react 
promptly to suggestions and criticisms from the 
working people and to be intolerant of the sup- 
pression of criticism in any form. 

We Communists are proud that the Party, which 
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constitutes the nucleus of the whole political 
system of the country, has a tremendous influence 
within the Soviets. This influence does not stem 
from a numerical predominance of CPSU mem- 
bers: as is known, there are more non-Party than 
Communist deputies. The Party maintains its polit- 
ical influence in society by its tireless efforts for the 
prosperity and happiness of the working people 
and by its ability to shape and implement policies 
meeting the requirements of each stage of our 
development. 

The Party devotes a great deal of attention to 
grasping the specific features of the current period 
and to evaluating soberly, without a hint of 
utopianism, the present stage of social and eco- 
nomic maturity reached by our new society. In so 
doing, we formulate the strictly scientific principles 
of the policy of the CPSU. Here the concept of 
developed socialism 'as a historically long period 
which our country has entered upon plays a tre- 
mendously important role. We gradually move to- 
wards communism as we accomplish the tasks of 
improving developed socialism. 

The vital political importance of these conclu- 
sions drawn by the Party can hardly be over- 
estimated. They make it possible to get a better 
picture of the development of our society with all 
its complexity, contradictions and different as- 
pects. They facilitate the removal in practice of the 
discrepancies which were permitted at times be- 
tween words and deeds, between the actual possi- 
bilities of society and ill-founded forecasts. It iS 
from this point of view that the Party Central 
Committee is today doing the extremely important 
work of preparing a revised edition of the 
Programme of the CPSU. 

The Party is striving to make the Leninist style, in 
all of its diversity and wealth, the natural require- 
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ment and irreplaceable working tool of every Party 
and government official and every production ex- 
ecutive. Executives have extensive rights and 
powers in our country, but they also bear great 
responsibility. An executive can do no worse than 
display arrogance and haughtiness or, as Lenin put 
it, use "the power crudely, as nothing but power, 
as though to say: ‘| have the power, | have given 
my orders, and you must obey' ". The strength of 
an executive lies in ability to combine the authority 
of his post with his own authority. 

Party and government cadres win the affection 
and respect of the masses primarily through actual 
involvement in public affairs, by their energy and 
knowledge, by their personal example and be- 
haviour devoid of anything that might go against 
man's moral sense. An executive can be demand- 
ing of others because he is most demanding of 
himself. That gives him a moral, apart from an 
official, right to be firm on occasions when it were 
better to "use his authority rather than waste his 
breath", as they say. An executive's authority is 
based on the people's approval and support. The 
person who has lost this and who is deaf to the 
opinion of the masses cannot and must not hold an 
executive post. 

There is one more point. We have more than a 
few effective forms of mass activity and mass 
involvement In the affairs of society and state. 
Some of them, however, are artificial and should 
perhaps be dropped. 

There is an obsession in some districts and 
regions with creating all kinds of headquarters and 
commissions for any reason at all. There are some- 
times so many of them that even their organisers 
cannot make out who has been assigned to do 
what and who is responsible for what. Some of- 
ficials may head about a dozen different commis- 
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sions to the detriment of their immediate official 
duties. All this just distracts people with unnec- 
essary meetings and dissipates their energies, with- 
out in any way promoting the matter in hand. 
Sometimes certain officials do no more than "take 
shelter behind commissions", as Lenin aptly re- 
marked in his time, instead of answering for the job 
they are supposed to do. 


Our democracy is, in its essence, an operating 
and functioning democracy. Its expansion and the 
improvement of the entire Soviet state system are 
an important trend in our society's onward move- 
ment. The Party is the motor, the driving force of 
this progress. By the whole of its internal life, it 
sets an example of genuine socialist democracy 
and the integral combination of inalienable rights 
and immutable duties. 


Now let us turn to international affairs. One of 
the most important and imperative mandates of the 
Soviet electorate has been, is and will be to cherish 
peace as our dearest possession and to ensure our 
country s security. | can tell you that the Party and 
the Soviet government have unswervingly fol- 
lowed that mandate, and they have done so in 
circumstances that were not easy. 


You know that recent years have seen a drastic 
escalation of the policy of the most aggressive 
forces of American imperialism—a policy of un- 
disguised militarism, striving for world supremacy, 
resistance to progress, and violation of the rights 
and freedoms of the peoples. The world has wit- 
nessed more than a few cases of that policy's 
practical application. 


This applies to the invasion of Lebanon and the 
occupation of Grenada, to the undeclared war 
against Nicaragua, to the threats against Syria and, 
finally, to the conversion of Western Europe into a 


20 


launching pad for US nuclear missiles targeted on 
the USSR andi its allies. 

All this forces us to pay the greatest attention to 
strengthening our country's defences. Soviet 
people do nct want any further arms buildup; they 
want arms reductions on both sides. But we are 
bound to take care of the adequate security of our 
country and of our friends and allies. This is exactly 
what we are doing. Let everybody know that no 
military adventurists will ever catch us off guard 
and that no potential aggressor can hope to escape 
a crushing retaliatory strike. 

At the same time, the very complexity of the 
current situation obliges us to double and treble 
our efforts in pursuing a policy of peace and 
international cooperation. 

It is hard to name any problem important for the 
consolidation of peace concerning which the 
Soviet Union and other socialist countries have not 
In recent years made specific and realistic pro- 
posals. Our countries' initiatives meet with ever 
broader support from other countries. This was 
convincingly confirmed by the latest session of the 
UN General Assembly. 

Imperialist politicians do everything possible to 
try to limit the international influence of the social- 
ist countries. They try to weaken their unity and to 
loosen the foundations of the socialist system in 
those places where they think they can count on 
success. ۱١ these conditions it is particularly im- 
portant to preserve and cement the solidarity of the 
fraternal socialist countries. The leaders of the 
Warsaw Treaty member-countries once again 
stated their conviction on this score during their 
recent meeting in Moscow. 

The US is subjecting socialist Cuba to an eco- 
nomic blockade and military threats. The plans to 
frighten it and to force it off its chosen path, 
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however, are doomed to failure. The guarantee of 
this is the unshakable will of the heroic Cuban 
people united round their Communist Party. 
Another guarantee is the solidarity of the indepen- 
dent countries of Latin America and of the many 
members of the Non-Aligned Movement with the 
island of freedom. The Cuban people have the 
strong support of the fraternal socialist countries. 
As regards the USSR, it has always stood and will 
stand by Cuba in both calm and stormy weather. 

The role of socialism in international affairs 
could be increased, of course, by the normalisation 
of relations with the People's Republic of China. 
We consistently support such a normalisation. 
Political consultations show, however, that there 
are still differences on a number of questions of 
principle. In particular, we cannot agree to any 
accords damaging the interests of third countries. 
The exchange of opinions continues, however, and 
we find it useful. The Soviet Union is in favour of 
raising the level of these contacts to a degree 
acceptable to both sides. 

The gradual revival of mutually beneficial con- 
tacts in the economy, culture, science and other 
spheres is also useful. This does not suit those who 
would like to capitalise on the deterioration of 
relations between the USSR and China, but it 
benefits our two countries and helps improve the 
general climate in the world. 

The danger of the imperialist policy of endlessly 
heightening tension is now obvious. The greater 
the threat it poses to human Civilisation, the greater 
the activity of mankind's forces of self- 
preservation. There is growing indignation in 
Western Europe at the actions of those who are 
sacrificing its security to the imperial ambitions of 
Washington. Millions of participants in the anti- 
missile movement speak of this in no uncertain terms. 
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Also far from all Western leaders and influential 
political parties approve of the US Administration's 
adventurism. It worries a considerable part of the 
American public as well. People there are realising 
ever more clearly that intensified militarisation and 
the aggravation of the international situation have 
not brought and will not bring the US military 
superiority or political success. They lead only to 
growing criticism of Washington's bellicose course 
everywhere in the world. People want peace and 
tranquillity, not war hysteria. | can say that our 
talks with the leaders of the many foreign dele- 
gations that attended the funeral of Yuri Andropov 
confirmed this convincingly enough. 


All this permits us to hope that in the end the 
course of events will again be turned towards the 
strengthening of peace, the limitation of the arms 
race and the growth of international cooperation. 


_ Detente has deep roots. One of the proofs of this 
is the convocation of the Stockholm conference on 
confidence-building measures and disarmament in 
Europe. 


Curbing the nuclear arms race is, of course, of 
key significance for peace and international se- 
curity. The USSR's stand on this issue is clear. We 
are against rivalry in the buildup of nuclear ar- 
senals. We have been and remain in favour of the 
prohibition and destruction of all types of these 
weapons. We have long since tabled our relevant 
proposals, both at the UN and the Geneva 
Committee on Disarmament, but the United States 
and its allies are blocking their discussion. 


As for Europe, we continue to advocate that it 
should be free from nuclear weapons, both 
medium-range and tactical. We are in favour of 
both sides taking the first major step in this direc- 
tion without delay. In so doing the Soviet Union 
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does not intend to strengthen its security at the 
expense of others, but wants equal security for all. 

Unfortunately, the US has turned its partici- 
pation in the talks on this subject into a propaganda 
tool to cover up the arms race and cold war policy. 
We have not been and shall not be a party to such a 
game. By deploying their missiles in Europe the 
Americans have created obstacles for talks not only 
on "European", but also on strategic nuclear 
weapons. The way to work out a mutually ac- 
ceptable agreement lies in removing these obstacles 
(which would also remove the need for our 
countermeasures). 

The US Administration has of late begun to 
issue peaceful-sounding statements, calling for 
“dialogue”. 

The entire world noticed the sharp contradiction 
between these statements and everything that the 
current US Administration had said and, most im- 
portantly, had done and continues to do in its 
relations with the Soviet Union. 

The assurances of its good intentions can only 
be taken seriously if they are backed up by deeds. 
Well, the Soviet Union has always been in favour 
of seeking mutually acceptable practical solutions 
to specific questions to the benefit of both count- 
ries and the benefit of peace. There are more than a 
few such questions. The US government has many 
opportunities to prove its love of peace in deed. 

Why cannot the US, for example, ratify the 
treaties signed almost ten years ago with the USSR 
on limiting underground nuclear weapon tests and 
on nuclear explosions for peaceful purposes and 
complete the drawing up of an agreement on 8 
complete and general prohibition of nuclear 
weapon tests? Let me remind you that the relevant 
talks were broken off by the United States. The US 
can contribute greatly to strengthening peace 
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by agreeing to an accord on renouncing the milita- 
risation of outer space. The USSR, as is well 
known, has long been proposing this. 

The peaceful assurances of the US government 
would be much more credible if it accepted the 
proposal mutually to freeze American and Soviet 
nuclear arms. So much weaponry has already been 
accumulated that this step would not create the 
slightest threat to the security of either side. But it 
would considerably improve the general political 
atmosphere, and, one would assume, make it easier 
to reach agreement on a reduction of nuclear 
arsenals. 

To rid mankind of the possibility of the use of 
chemical weapons is a very important task. Talks 
on this subject have been going on for a long time 
but now the conditions necessary to resolve the 
Issue seem to be ripening. This concerns complete 
and general prohibition of the use of chemical 
weapons, their development and production, and 
destruction of all the stockpiles. We are in favour of 
effective verification of the fulfilment of such an 
agreement, in favour of verification embracing the 
entire process of the destruction of chemical 
weapons, from the beginning to the very end. 

It is quite possible that reaching agreement on 
the above issues could mark the beginning of a real 
change in Soviet-US relations, as well as in the 
whole international situation. We would welcome 
such a change. It is up to Washington to act now. 

The policy of the powers possessing nuclear 
weapons is of particular importance in our time. 
The vital interests of all mankind and the respon- 
sibility of state leaders to the present and future 
generations demand that relations between these 
powers be subject to certain norms. In our view, 
these norms could be roughly as follows: 

— To consider prevention of a nuclear war to be 
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the prime aim of a state's foreign policy; to pre- 
clude situations likely to lead to a nuclear conflict. 
And should such a danger arise, to hold consul- 
tations without delay in order to prevent a nuclear 
conflagration. 

— To renounce propaganda of nuclear war in 
any of its variants, either global or limited. 

— To assume an obligation not to be the first to 
use nuclear weapons. 

— Under no circumstances to use nuclear 
weapons against non-nuclear countries which 
have no such weapons on their territories; to re- 
spect the status of the nuclear-free zone already 
established and to encourage the creation of new 
nuclear-free zones in various parts of the world. 

— [o prevent the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons in any form; not to transfer such weapons 
or control over them to anybody; not to deploy 
them on the territories of countries where there are 
no such weapons; not to extend the nuclear arms 
race to new spheres, including outer space. 

— [o work step by step, on the basis of the 
principle of equal security, for a reduction of nu- 
clear armaments with a view to finally destroying all 
types of them. 

The Soviet Union has made these principles the 
basis of its policy. We are prepared to reach agree- 
ment with other nuclear powers at any time on 
jointly recognising norms of this kind and on 
making them mandatory. | think that this would 
accord with the fundamental interests not only of 
the participating countries but also of the peoples 
of the whole world. 

Comrades, we owe everything that we have, 
everything that we are proud of—the freedom and 
might of our Motherland, its high prestige on the 
international scene, and the full-blooded, peaceful 
life of the people—to the intensive constructive 
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work of the Soviet people. This work is an inex- 
haustible source of our confidence in the future. 

Workers and collective farmers, scientists and 
engineers, physicians and cultural figures, teachers 
and servicemen are marking the elections to the 
Supreme Soviet with new achievements in their 
work. May these achievements multiply in the 
future. Then our state—the bastion of durable 
peace and security of the peoples—will become 
even stronger. Then the life of each Soviet family 
will become even better. Then our country will 
march forward even more successfully along the 
road of communist construction! 


Speech at the Plenary Meeting of 
the CPSU Central Committee 


April 10, 1984 


Comrades, 

The first session of the newly-elected USSR 
Supreme Soviet is opening tomorrow. At a meeting 
of the Central Committee Political Bureau we have 
made a comprehensive assessment of the results of 
the elections that have just been held. They have 
demonstrated the full approval and undivided sup- 
port of the Party’s political course on the part of 
the working people. The opinion of over 180 mil- 
lion voters is confirmation of the unquestionable 
growth of the authority of Soviet government. 
Relying on the trust expressed by the people we 
can confidently carry on our work. 

The basic guidelines in this work were set out by 
the 26th CPSU Congress, and have been further 
developed and specified by subsequent plenary 
meetings of the Central Committee. It is a question 
of a strategy of advance towards communism, 
which has nothing to do either with slowness in 
action or with skipping stages of development 
which are historically necessary. This means that as 
we move forward toward attaining the Party's su- 
preme objectives, we still have to accomplish quite 
a few major and complicated tasks relating, in their 
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origin and character, to the first phase of commun- 
Ism. That, strictly speaking, is the substance of the 
great and hard work being done today to perfect 
developed socialism. 

This work, understandably, cannot be accom- 
plished without the full-scale development of the 
initiative and creative endeavour of the masses and 
without their most active involvement in the so- 
lution of the key problems of public life. This is 
what we worked for both when we took measures 
necessary for speeding up our economic growth 
and when we directed the Party's efforts toward 
radically improving ideological work. This line we 
will continue to pursue. 

The very nature of the questions brought before 
the plenary meeting today provides a good oppor- 
tunity for taking a closer look at the ways in which 
we can best use the reserves for stepping up the 
activity of the masses, reserves which reside in a 
further improvement of socialist democracy and of 
the entire political system of our society, and, 
above all, in an improvement of the work of the 
Soviets, the political foundation of the USSR and a 
powerful tool in the building of socialism. 

It will be recalled that soon after the October 
Revolution Vladimir Lenin called for turning the 
Soviets into such bodies of state government as 
would work not only for the working people but 
also through the working people. We have every 
reason to say today that this task has in the main 
been accomplished. It is through the two million 
three hundred thousand Deputies, representatives 
of factory workers, farmers, and the intelligentsia, 
working people of all nations and nationalities, 
tens of millions of activists that the affairs of state 
are being run in our country. 

We have been constantly extending the powers 
of the Soviets at all levels, and especially since the 
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adoption of the new Constitution of the USSR. 
This has helped make it possible to apply more 
fully in their activities the Leninist principle of the 
unity of legislation, administration and control. 


However, comrades, it has to be admitted that 
the vást potential of the Soviets is still being used 
insufficiently. Here is a case in point. We have 
passed a number of dicisions to enhance the role 
of the local Soviets in economic and cultural de- 
velopment. We expected—and we were right in 
expecting—that this would help ensure compre- 
hensive economic development everywhere, erect a 
higher barrier against departmentalism, make it 
possible to meet more fully the various require- 
ments of the population and improve the services 
provided to it. 


In short, those are good decisions. But they are 
being carried out rather slowly, and not fully. Many 
ministries are still trying to bypass local Soviets in 
their work. While concentrating their activities on 
industrial construction and modernisation, they 
quite often fail to give proper attention to housing 
construction and to public service, recreational and 
cultural facilities. And the Soviets themselves do 
not always show the necessary perseverance in 
exercising their rights. As a result, housing pro- 
jects, hospitals and preschool establishments are 
frequently completed behind schedule. Unfinished 
projects are sometimes accepted as finished. There 
are instances of violation of regulations on en- 
vironmental protection. 


There are some other problems, too, in solving 
which the Soviets should be more active. For 
example, how can the People's Deputies put up 
with such facts, quite often brought to the notice 
of national newspapers by working people, as 
poorly heated apartments, lack of proper public 
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sanitation facilities in some towns and settlements, 
shortcomings in the transport services, poor street 
lighting or hooliganism in public places? 

In short, there is a certain contradiction, a dis- 
crepancy between the abundant possibilities the 
Soviets have and the way they actually use them. 
One need only recall on this point Lenin's idea that 
“it is not enough to proclaim in formal decrees” the 
full authority of the Soviets, but that this authority 
“must also be practically organised and tested in 
the course of the regular, everyday work of 
administration". 

The conclusions to be drawn from this are ob- 
vious. It is necessary to put to use all methods of 
Party influence on the activities of the Soviets in 
order to make them more effective and to eliminate 
all elements of formalism. This is the demand of the 
day. This is required of all Party committees and, of 
course, of Deputies who are members of the 
Communist Party, through whom the Party fulfils 
its guiding role in the Soviets. Their example is 
important here; and also important is their re- 
sponsible attitude to their duties as Deputies. They 
are called upon to lay the organisational foun- 
dation of the work of the Soviets, to rally all the 
elected representatives of the people around them, 
and to encourage and direct their creative initiative. 

This, comrades, is the Party’s main task in guid- 
ing the Soviets today. We must see to it that the 
full power, constitutionally affirmed, should find 
expression in the content and style of their work 
constantly and everywhere. 

Take the work of sessions, for example. It is here 
that the essence of the Soviets as bodies of 
genuine people's power, expressing the interests 
and the collective experience of the masses, is 
revealed in the fullest measure. Sessions play a 
major role in our economic activities as well. They 
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regularly discuss and approve plans and hear re- 
ports on the fulfilment of plans. Serious questions 
relating to our economic development are raised 
here. It would be logical to expect that these 
questions should evoke an equally serious and at 
the same time lively exchange of opinion. 
However, this ts far from being always the case. 

But this ts not all. Economic activity, just as 
effective control over it, requires a concrete ap- 
proach and prompt action. And this, naturally, is 
difficult to achieve if such questions are raised only 
at sessions, no matter how energetically they are 
dealt with. 

There are standing commissions in every Soviet. 
This means they must constantly feel the pulse of 
our economic life and respond in good time to the 
needs of the national economy, help the Soviets 
and their executive bodies to arrive at sound eco- 
nomic decisions, and exercise systematic control 
over the fulfilment of these decisions. Experience 
has been gained in this area. But time demands 
that it should be considerably enriched. 

We have now entered a very important stage of 
the current five-year plan period when time is 
measured in months. And the situation is not at all 
one that permits us to do without further intensify- 
ing our economic work. This is borne out by the 
results of the first quaiter as well. There are definite 
successes, but at the same time there are also 
sections lagging behind. 

At the next meeting of the Political Bureau we 
shall discuss specifically the implementation of the 
national economic plan and map out concrete 
measures to improve the state of affairs. But it is 
clear even today that it will be right for us, 
everyone of us, not to permit ourselves to sit back 
and relax. Concern, or even, | would say, anxious 
concern for the state plan must not leave us for a 
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minute. And let's agree on this: the measures to be 
taken against those responsible for any setback or 
shortcoming that occurs this year must be tougher 
than ever before. Our Party cannot take any other 
stand on this. 

We expect Communists-Deputies to help estab- 
lish the same approach in the Soviets as well. Our 
economy stands much to gain if the Soviets make 
it a rule to assess exactingly and objectively the 
work of economic managers at all levels. 

At the session of the Supreme Soviet we are to 
approve the composition of the USSR Council of 
Ministers. In this connection | would like to draw 
the attention of our ministers and department 
heads to the fact that their role and responsibility in 
carrying out national economic tasks are excep- 
tionally great and diverse. This refers to their per- 
sonal creative initiative, to their ability to organise 
harmonious, well-coordinated work at the enter- 
prises and organisations run by their ministries and 
departments. This also refers to efficient coopera- 
tion and joint solution of questions with related 
enterprises. And, of course, this refers to constant 
concern for and attention to the needs and require- 
ments of the working people. We shall judge the 
work of administrators not only by the full and 
timely attainment of planned targets and the fulfil- 
ment of contractual obligations, but also by the 
real efforts they make to improve working and 
living conditions. 

We have now embarked on a comprehensive 
improvement of the system of economic manage- 
ment and are seeking new managerial structures 
and new forms of economic activity. However, it 
goes without saying that the necessary search for 
what is new should not sidetrack us from making 
more effective use of existing institutions of man- 
agement. This primarily refers to government 
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bodies, the Soviets. No new capacities need to be 
created here. It is enough to utilise existing capa- 
cities to the full. 

Since we are talking about management, | 
cannot ignore the question of reducing the ad- 
ministrative apparatus. This work must be carried 
out not only at the lower and middle levels of 
administration, but also at the summits, so to say. 
This is a must whether one likes it or not, and 
especially since an example set in the centre means 
a great deal. 

We all understand that this is a serious matter. It 
must be tackled in a Party manner. First of all, we 
must leave aside subjective considerations. And 
secondly, we must realize that this is not a short- 
term campaign. Our aim is to attain an optimal ratio 
between the number of people employed in pro- 
duction and in management. Transferring people 
from one office to another is not enough. It is 
necessary to eliminate the causes of the swelling of 
the managerial apparatus and continuously to im- 
prove the organisational and technical level of 
managerial work. And, of course, it is essential to 
create conditions in which people themselves will 
be interested in going over from the office desk to 
the machine, so to speak. 1t is clear what kind of 
problems arise in this context. And it is essential 
that government and planning bodies, and of 
course the Soviets at all levels, should tackle these 
problems in real earnest. 

Comrades, we all remember that Lenin insisted 
that in their work the Soviets should give "prime 
place to effective control for actual fulfilment of the 
decisions of central authorities and of local insti- 
tutions’. By and large, we have achieved that. 
Many Soviets effectively exercise their right to 
check on the activities of the bodies and officials 
accountable to them and of organisations and 
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enterprises located in their area. But nevertheless 
there are quite a few things here that Communists- 
Deputies and Party groups in the Soviets have to 
work on. 

There exists, for example, such an effective form 
of control as a Deputy's inquiry. | wanted to know 
If it vvas often used. It turns out that in recent years 
there has been on average one inquiry to about 30 
Deputies for all the Soviets. The figure itself may 
not say much. But consider it in the light of the 
numerous letters sent by working people to the 
Central Committee, to the newspapers and to the 
Soviets at all levels. In many of them vital issues 
are raised, which are of concern to people. | am 
confident that People's Deputies both know well 
and share these cares of working people. But as it 
happens, not all of them know how to bring up 
these issues in the Soviets and to submit them for 
general public discussion. 

Apparently it is necessary to increase the role of 
the Soviets also in the matter of control over the 
observance of all the decisions passed by them, of 
all Soviet laws. No one in our country is allowed to 
violate or circumvent laws. What | am saying is 
common knowledge: But | say it because, un- 
fortunately, not all draw the necessary practical 
conclusions from this. 

Examples are not far to seek. Many of us have 
encountered the following situation more than 
once. A five-year or yearly plan has just been 
discussed and unanimously approved. 
Consequently, it acquires the force of law. But 
what happens then? It is a fact that representatives 
of now one, now another department, of now one, 
now another sphere often unjustifiably demand 
additional material and financial resources above 
those already allocated under the plan. It is, to put 
it bluntly, our old trouble. But some comrades have 
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got so used to it that they regard it almost as a 
norm of life. Moreover, some appear to think that 
the "enterprise" they display in getting those ad- 
ditional resources is the best proof of their 
efficiency. 

Of course, this is not so. We need real efficiency 
in drawing up plans and in discussing them in 
commissions and at sessions of the Soviets. That's 
where one should put forward one's arguments, 
uphold the interests of the voters as expressed in 
their mandates, assert one's own opinion. But once 
the plan has become law, it must be respected, com- 
plied with and strictly fulfilled. And this is not only 
a question of economic discipline. It is a question of 
Party and political responsibility. Who else besides 
us, Communists, and especially Communist 
leaders, should above all work for strengthening 
the authority of the laws promulgated by the 
Soviet government? 

True is the old saying that the law is strict but 
just. Our laws are indeed strict. And equally strict 
must be our compliance with them. Otherwise 
efforts to strengthen law and order, organisation 
and socialist legality will be wasted. But of course, 
It is not in order to suppress the initiative of people, 
to "turn the screws on them”, as it is said in the 
West, that we are concerned with all this. Not at 
all. To us, what is important about law is that it is 
not only strict but also Just in the broadest sense of 
the word, that all are equal before the law, and that 
our legal standards and our legislation are directed 
toward the defence of the working people's inter- 
ests, toward a heightening of their labour en- 
thusiasm and public activity. 

This in fact was the aim of the important legislat- 
ive work carried out by the Supreme Soviet of the 
10th convocation. | can mention, for example, the 
Law on Work Collectives which it adopted. 
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Undoubtedly, the Supreme Soviet of the USSR 
and the Supreme Soviets of the Republics will 
carry on this line in the future. The most impor- 
tant thing is that both existing and new legisla- 
tion should promote the flourishing of ‘socialist 
democracy and encourage ever broader sections 
of the people to take an interest and to partici- 
pate in the running of production, the state and 
society. 

Comrades, in a country like ours, the question of 
improving relations between nations cannot be 
removed from the agenda. The Soviets, which have 
played an outstanding part in eliminating national 
Strife and establishing fraternal friendship between 
Our peoples, must now make a serious attempt to 
comprehend the essence of the nationalities ques- 
tion in the form in which it exists in the conditions 
of developed socialism. For this is a sphere where 
work can be fruitful only if carried out on a col- 
lectivist, internationalist basis, with due considera- 
tion for all aspects and facets of the matter. 

The unity of the international and the national is 
clearly embodied in both the structure and the 
entire activity of our Soviets, and primarily the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR. This has served 
effectively and continues to serve effectively the 
cause of strengthening the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. At the same time we cannot 
regard the relations established between the peo- 
ples in our state as something ossified and un- 
changeable, as something not subject to the in- 
fluence of time and new circumstances. And this 
means that while developing existing forms and 
methods of organisation of work that have proved 
effective, one must also constantly seek other 
forms and methods that promote the flourishing of 
the.peoples and their drawing closer together. This 
question, which is of vital importance, deserves, | 
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think, the attention of both Central Committee 
members and Supreme Soviet deputies. 

The Soviets, and first of all the Supreme Soviet of 
the USSR, are also making a notable contribution to 
large-scale day-to-day work directed towards im- 
plementing our foreign policy tasks. All of us know 
only too well how complex the present-day inter- 
national situation is. The CPSU and the Soviet state 
are making vast efforts to prevent a nuclear war and 
to preserve and safeguard peace on earth. In a 
consistent and vigorous way we are working ٥ 
remove tensions in world politics, to curb the arms 
race and reliably ensure our country's security. It is 
also one of our daily tasks to strengthen the inter- 
national position of socialism and solidarity with 
liberation movements. 

The standing commissions for foreign affairs of 
the two chambers of the Supreme Soviet are doing 
a great deal to develop our ties with other coun- 
tries. They represent our country at major inter- 
national meetings and at talks that are at times 
difficult. This responsible work, however, so far 
actively involves only a relatively small number of 
deputies. For other deputies, the discharging of 
their deputy's duties is frequently confined mainly 
to participation in functions. of a protocol nature. 
This practice is hardly justified. 

The commissions for foreign affairs could devote 
more attention to coordination and control of the 
work of departments and organisations concerned 
with international affairs and more often hear re- 
ports by their representatives at commission sittings. 
In other words, there is a need now to extend the 
scope of activities of deputies working in these 
commissions. 

| would like to mention especially the Soviets' 
work further to consolidate our country's defence 
capability. The present-day situation requires from 
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us constant and all-round efforts to ensure the 
country s security and to protect reliably the peace- 
ful labour of the Soviet people. And the Soviets are 
expected to contribute to the fulfilment of that 
task. 

In general, comrades, Communists-Deputies, 
Party committees and the Party as a whole should 
insist that the Soviets always show active concern 
for everything that constitutes the life and aspira- 
tions of the people and the country. 

Soviet people are now focussing their attention 
on the reform of the schools. This is a question of 
immense general political significance, which was, 
in point of fact, why we raised it at a plenary 
meeting of the Central Committee. 

For Soviet society to move confidently forward, 
towards our great goals, each new generation must 
rise to a higherlevel of education and general culture, 
of professional qualifications and civic activity. This, 
you might say, is a law of social progress. 

At a time when a scientific and technological 
revolution is taking place and there is an 
avalanche-like growth in the quantity of informa- 
tion, this law makes unprecedentedly high de- 
mands both upon those who are studying and 
those who are teaching—from rank-and-file teach- 
er to minister. The reform is indeed called upon to 
create all the necessary conditions for meeting 
these demands and, of course, to eliminate the 
present shortcomings in the sphere of education, 
Including its administration. 

Now, following nationwide discussion, the 
Central Committee’s draft reform for the school 
system has been enriched by the collective wisdom 
and experience of millions. | would like to join with 
the comrades who have proposed that the draft be 
In.the main approved and submitted to the 
Supreme Soviet for consideration. 
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Now we must think about how to achieve the 
full realization of the ideas of the reform so that 
they do not remain on paper. The main thing here 
is to put all the school-reform work on a sound 
material and organisational basis. We must take 
care of many things—from restructuring the pro- 
cess of instruction, arranging the work of school- 
children and establishing proper order in the func- 
tioning of children’s homes and boarding schools 
on the one hand, to improving the living con- 
ditions of teachers, on the other. 

| can tell you, by the way, that from September 1 
the phased raising of the salaries of teachers and 
other workers in public education by an average of 
30 to 35 per cent will begin. This measure will 
affect some six million people. It will cost about 
3,500 million roubles a year. It is no easy matter to 
allocate such a sum from the state budget. But we 
believe that this is a very correct, efficient invest- 
ment of public money. 

The school reform is not a one-off affair. And the 
point iS not just that it is calculated for two five- 
year plan periods. Where people are concerned, 
especially children, not everything can be sched- 
uled beforehand. No doubt, in the light of ex- 
perience corrections will have to be made to some 
of our plans and projections and we should not 
fear this. The important thing is not to lose sight of 
the strategic aim guiding us—the all-round de- 
velopment of the personality. 

It is also important to visualise clearly the nature 
and scale of the problems that arise in connection 
with reform but lie largely outside its framework. In 
order to organise productive work for senior pupils, 
it کا‎ planned, for example, to allocate or create 
several million jobs involving the use of modern 
equipment in various sectors of the economy. That 
Is precisely how the question, comrades. is being 
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posed. And the USSR State Plannina Committee is 
to incorporate that immense undertaking organi- 
cally into the auidelines for the country's economic 
and social development for the 12th five-year plan 
period and up to the year 2000. 

The closer we bring the schools and production 
toaether, the fuller will be the benefits derived from 
the reform. 

Educational and political benefits. Soviet young 
people must start their independent lives as highly- 
cultured, educated and industrious persons. And 
whatever our children may become—workers or 
agronomists, scientists or engineers—they must 
get their class steeling in work collectives. We must 
ensure that their acquaintance with production 
produces precisely the educational effect we need. 

We expect the reform to have beneficial results 
as regards the economy and manpower. Every job 
created for senior schoolchildren must produce 
tangible benefit to the community, it must be a real 
benefit, however modest. Now on completing their 
secondary education, millions of pupils leaving 
general and vocational schools, equipped with 
sound knowledge and essential work skills, will 
enter productive employment in the national 
economy. 

| want to stress the point that the emphasis we 
are now laying on bringing schoolchidren up 
through productive work within the bounds of 
their ability, however fundamentally important, 
does not cancel out the truth that the children's 
main task is, of course, to study and firmly to 
master the fundamental sciences. Hence sprinas 
the demand for improving the teaching of all gen- 
eral education subjects at school, including, nat- 
urally, the humanities. Otherwise it is impossible 
to provide an adequate supply for all sectors of 
communist construction today, let alone in the 
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years ahead, of people well-versed in their trade 
and capable of making constant professional and 
intellectual progress. 

The whole educational process today must carry 
much more philosophical substance. While light- 
ening curricula and creating new and better text- 
books, one cannot lighten them ideologically or 
lower the scientific standards of instruction. The 
schools are called upon to foster in pupils firm 
Marxist-Leninist beliefs and a capacity for inde- 
perident and imaginative thinking, and to cultivate 
in them a sense of responsibility for the destinies of 
their socialist homeland. And, of course, the 
schools must make them fully immune to views 
and mores alien to us. 

The schools should not only discuss the subject 
of communist morality but teach pupils to base 
their behaviour on it. To this end there should be a 
greater effort to cultivate the principles of self- 
government in school collectives. Naturally, with 
the teachers’ skilful assistance. There must be neith- 
er routine, nor boredom in the work of Young 
Pioneer squads and Komsomol organisations at 
schools. 

However great the role of the school is, it is not 
the school alone that educates the rising genera- 
tion. A person's fundamental character and basic 
outlook on life are formed in the family. And you 
can expect nothing good to come of it if the school 
teaches you one thing and the family another. The 
Party and Komsomol organisations and work: col- 
lectives have no right to let such things go 
unnoticed. 

The reform furnishes the conditions for the joint 
development of the entire system of public edu- 
cation, including, naturally, higher school which 
substantially influences the pace of our economic, 
social, cultural and intellectual progress and, 
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indeed, our country's defence capability. Precisely 
here are created the human prerequisites for what 
is an obiect of our paramount concern—the natural 
fusion of the social economic system with the 
latest achievements of science and technology. 

Some considerable shortcomings in the work of 
the USSR Ministry of Higher and Specialised 
Secondary Education were brought to light at the 
26th Party Conaress and at the June plenary meet- 
ing of the CPSU Central Committee. But the tasks 
set before higher school are still far from having 
been accomplished. Evidently, the force of inertia 
and adherence to old habits are making themselves 
felt here. Although there are also some objective 
difficulties. We must sort things out and put mat- 
ters right. 

Generally speaking, comrades, we must take a 
close look at how the decisions of the 26th 
Congress are being carried out in all spheres. There 
will soon be a new Party Congress and already 
now we should prepare for it. 

‘For us Communists preparation for the Congress 
is a period of reviewing and summing up what has 
been achieved, a period of actively consolidating 
all the good progress we have made. This کا‎ also a 
time to draw lessons from mistakes which may 
have been made, to make a self-critical analysis of 
shortcomings, to outline ways of overcoming them, 
and, above all, ways of tackling great new tasks. 

The fulfilment of these tasks depends to a deci- 
sive degree on personnel.They are, indeed, the 
treasury of the Party and the state. And this 
treasury requires a constant influx of fresh forces. 
Moreover, as the election campaign in the Party 
organisations has shown, not all Communists, who 
hold positions of responsibility in the Party, are 
justifying the confidence placed in them. A well- 
organised and well-thought-out system is more 
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important than anywhere else in our personnel 
policy. Here one cannot permit either too 
frequent replacements or any fossilisation of the 
core of personnel. All of our Party committees 
appear to have reserves for promotion. Why, then, 
comrades, is it sometimes extremely difficult to find 
a capable person to fill a post of responsibility? It 
turns out that quite often the reserve iust exists on 
paper. We should bring absolute clarity into this 
very important matter. To this very end we want to 
make a thorough examination of the urgent aues- 
tions of present personnel policy at a meeting of the 
Political Bureau. 

Comrades, while taking stock of what has been 
done, we must constantly and thoroughly analyse 
the progress being made in carryina out all our 
major social and economic programmes, such as 
the Food and the Eneray Proarammes. 

The drafting of the next, twelfth five-year plan 
calls for special attention now. It is no less impor- 
tant to determine the key problems and prospects 
for development of the country in coming decades. 
For we are, after all, going to submit a revised Party 
Programme to the 27th Congress for consideration. 
SO we must not only build it on a sound general 
theoretical foundation but must organically link it 
with well-grounded economic plans and forecasts. 
This will make it possible for us to draw an objec- 
tive and realistic picture of the perfection of de- 
veloped socialism and gradual advance to 
communism. 

Thus, in preparing for the 27th Congress, we 
must do substantial ideological groundwork. As 
the best guide'for this work of ours we may take 
Lenin's words that "we are now doubly in need... 
of a general, broader, and more far-reaching 
outlook" 

Yes, we must considerably activate the Party's 
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collective thinkina. Moreover, not only aeneral 
theoretical thinkina but political thinking too. 
Theory enriched with new experience and ex- 
perience creatively interpreted in the light of 
Marxist-Leninist theory—this has always been and 
remains a very important source of our Party's 
strength. 

Comrades, at the plenary meetina today aues- 
tions have been discussed which concern every 
Communist and every Soviet person. We are taking 
correct decisions. All those participating in this 
plenary meeting bear great responsibility for the 
future of these decisions. Acting together, by the 
Joint efforts of the whole Party and in coniunction 
with the whole people, we must work hard to 
rhake them a reality. 


Heplies to Questions Put by the 
Newspaper Pravda 


April 9, 1984 


Question: What is your assessment of the situ- 
ation in the world at the present moment? In 
particular, are there any signs of a change for the 
better in the policy of the United States of 
America? 

Answer: Regrettably, the situation in the world 
is not improving. It remains very dangerous and 
this is due to the US Administration's continued 
reliance on military force, on a policy of seeking 
military superiority and imposing its ways on other 
peoples. This was confirmed once again by 
President Reagan's recent speech at Georgetown 
University. 

Even if peace rhetoric is sometimes heard from 
Washington, it is impossible, however hard one 
tries, to discern behind it any signs whatsoever of a 
readiness to back up words with deeds. To put it 
another way, new words do not mean a new 
policy. 

Let us turn to such a cardinal issue as ending the 
nuclear arms race. 

Perhaps the people in the White House have 
realised the danger and lack of prospect of this race 
and begun to show restraint? Nothing of the sort. 
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On the contrary, in the United States more and 
more new proarammes for developing and deploy- 
ing nuclear weapons are being pushed through. 
The deployment of US nuclear missiles in Western 
Europe is continuing as well. All this is being done 
to disrupt in one way or another the existing 
balance of forces. 

Such actions are wholly incompatible with the 
task of ending the arms race. And it is not at all 
by chance that the United States has deliberate- 
ly undermined the very process of limiting and 
reducing nuclear arms and wrecked the talks both 
on strategic arms and on nuclear arms in Eu- 
rope. 

Our contacts with the American side also show 
that no positive changes have taken place in the 
position of the United States on these cardinal 
issues. 

While persisting in its former line, a line which 
has brought about the collapse of the Geneva 
talks, and continuing to deploy its missiles in 
Western Europe, Washington holds forth about its 
readiness for a resumption of the talks. But, one 
may ask, talks on what? On how many and specifi- 
cally what type of missiles targeted on the Soviet 
Union and our allies the United States can deploy 
in Europe? Such talks are not for us. 

There is no need to convince us of the useful- 
ness of dialogue, the usefulness of talks. The 
moment the United States and the other NATO 
countries which are acting at one with it take steps 
to restore the situation that existed before the 
deployment of the new US missiles in Western 
Europe, the Soviet Union will readily respond. 
ouch is the real road to talks. 

Question: What is the situation in the other 
areas of arms limitation and disarmament? . 

Answer: Progress on the other issues is also 
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beina blocked by the United States. | shall dwell 
on two or three of them. 

First of all, space. This is not the first year that 
the Soviet Union has been pressing for an agree- 
ment on preventing the arms race from spreading 
to outer space. We have been constantly raising 
this issue with leaders of the United States. We do 
this because we clearly realise the dire consequenc- 
es that the militarisation of outer space entails. 

Meanwhile, the US President has officially in- 
formed the United States Congress, a few days ago, 
that the US Government is beginning to carry out a 
broad arms buildup programme in space and has no 
intention of reaching agreement with the Soviet 
Union on preventing the militarisation of space 
supposedly because of the difficulties of verification. 

They quite bluntly and frankly do not want to 
negotiate. But making a mockery of common sense 
they express a readiness to talk with us with the 
sole purpose of agreeing that accord on this issue 
is impossible. This is how the people in 
Washington understand political dialogue and ne- 
gotiations in general. 

Let us take another key issue— the banning of 
chemical weapons. 

As early as 1972 the USSR and other socialist 
countries proposed at the Geneva Disarmament 
Committee the conclusion of a convention on the 
prohibition of the development, production and 
stockpiling of chemical weapons and on their de- 
struction. They then submitted a draft of such a 
convention. 

Since then we have returned to this matter on 
many occasions, specifying our proposals and 
making them more detailed. But all these years the 
United States has impeded the conclusion of a 
convention on the total prohibition of chemical 
weapons. It has simply engaged in obstruction. 
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Now they in Washington have-decided to pose 
as the champions of a ban on chemical weapons. 
For several months now the US leaders have been 
promising to table in Geneva some proposals on 
this score. But promises are only promises and 
nothing is known at all as to what they will lead to; 
meanwhile, as it follows from the President's re- 
marks, a programme of building up and modernis- 
ing chemical weapons, which are to be stationed 
both on US territory and beyond it, is being step- 
ped up in the United States. 

Here is yet another example. Two Soviet- 
American treaties on limiting underground nuclear 
explosions have not been put into effect so far. 
They were signed almost ten years ago and we 
have proposed many times that the United States 
should ratify them. However, to this day it has 
refused to do so. 

The subterfuges that have been resorted to inthis! 
At first it was said that ratification of these treaties 
would hinder talks on the universal and complete 
prohibition of nuclear weapon tests. Then, when 
these talks too were broken off, references began to 
be made to difficulties of verification. 

Of course, the issue here has nothing to do with 
verification, as the treaties that have been signed 
contain thoroughly worked-out provisions on this 
score. The matter lies in something else—in 
Washington's refusal to bind its hands with any 
limitations whatsoever that would impede the 
buildup and perfection of nuclear arms. 

| have touched on the question of verification 
also because the United States makes recourse to it 
whenever it does not want an agreement. When 
there has been a real desire to reach agreement on 
measures for arms reduction and disarmament, 
verification as not been, nor can it be, an ob- 
stacle. This"is borne out by past experience. 

49 


Incidentally, considering the policy and practices 
of the United States, we are no less interested, but 
probably more so than the United States, in reliable 
verification, in adequate and specific measures on 
arms limitation and disarmament. 

Question: It is sometimes said in the West that 
the Soviet Union does not wish to reach agree- 
ment with the United States now because the 
USSR is waiting for the outcome of the presiden- 
tial election there. Would you comment on this? 

Answer: | will say this. Those who spread such 
ideas either do not know or, most probably, de- 
liberately distort our policy. It is a principled policy 
and is not subiect to transient considerations. 

In the course of development of Soviet- 
American relations we have dealt with different 
administrations in Washinaton. In those cases 
where realism and a responsible approach to re- 
lations with the Soviet Union were shown by US 
leaders, it can be said that things proceeded norm- 
ally. This also had a favourable effect on the gen- 
eral situation in the world. In the absence of such 
a realistic approach our relations worsened 
accordingly. 

Today too we are for having normal, stable 
relations with the United States. relations based on 
equality, equal security and non-interference in 
each other's internal affairs. 

Insinuations about “calculations” on our part in 
connection with the forthcoming election in the 
United States, it seems, are an attempt by some 
people to conceal their own reluctance to ne- 
gotiate with the Soviet Union on questions that 
need to be settled. As to the state of affairs in this 
respect, one can have an idea of it by comparing 
the positions of the two sides even on the issues 
that | have iust mentioned. 

Question: What in your opinion should be done 
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so that people can stop living in a state of constant 
anxiety about peace? 

Answer: First and foremost, it is essential that 
the policy of states, especially of states possessing 
nuclear weapons, be aimed at eliminating the war 
danger, at consolidating peace. 

Efforts should be directed first of all at stopping 
and reversing the arms race. It is time to go over 
from genera! discussion about the usefulness of 
talks to eliminating the serious obstacles that have 
been placed in the path of the limitation and 
reduction of armaments, of the development of 
trust and mutually advantageous cooperation. 

| have already mentioned several far-reaching 
proposals put forward by the Soviet Union con- 
cerning specific issues in these areas. There are 
also other maior questions that require concen- 
trated and concerted efforts. 

There is no doubt that a decisive turn for the 
better in the world would be facilitated by a com- 
mitment by all nuclear states not to be the first to 
use nuclear weapons and to impose a quantitative 
and qualitative freeze on nuclear arsenals. This 
does not require complicated negotiations. 
Political resolve is what is needed here. The result 
would no doubt be of immense significance in 
every respect. The main thing is that there would 
be a clear demonstration of a readiness to give up 
attempts to achieve military superiority over others. 
Our country does not seek such superiority, but 
neither will it allow such superiority over it. 

It is extremely important in general that certain 
norms of conduct promoting peace should be intro- 
duced in relations between states possessing nu- 
clear arms. | have spoken on this in detail before. 

The task of creating an atmosphere of trust in 
international relations is an urgent one. This calls 
for a responsible and balanced policy on the part of 
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all states and the adoption of relevant practical 
measures in this direction. A combination of maior 
steps of a political nature and having the force of 
international law with measures in the field of 
military technology as proposed by the Soviet 
Union and the other socialist countries, would 
make success at the Stockholm Conference 
possible, and make its results a maior contribution 
to the strengthening of European and international 
security. 

The most vigorous efforts should be made to 
eliminate existing seats of tension and military 
conflicts in various parts of the world and to 
prevent the appearance of new ones. 

In other words, there are many possibilities for 
promoting by concrete deeds the consolidation of 
peace and international security. 

The Soviet Union is prepared to cooperate with 
all states in the attainment of these aims. 


Reply to an Appeal by Socialist 
International Leaders 


April 5 1984 


To the Chairman 
of the Socialist International, 


Willy BRANDT, 


and the leaders of the Socialist, Social- 
Democratic and Labour Parties making up 
the Socialist International 


| haye read your appeal with great care. We fully 
understand your anxiety at the serious deterio- 
ration in the situation in Europe, and in inter- 
national affairs as a whole. 

The arms race, including the nuclear arms race, is 
escalating and presenting an ever growing threat. 
At the same time the process of negotiations on 
nuclear arms limitation and reduction has been 
disrupted, and moreover, as the facts indicate, 
disrupted deliberately. | 

All this is the result of the well-known policy 
aimed at upsetting the existing balance of forces 
and gaining military-strategic superiority over 
the Soviet Union. No soothing statements that 
nothing special is taking place, no show of 
peaceableness can hide the disastrous nature of 
such a policy. 

We share the view expressed in your appeal that 
it کا‎ essential to work for a change for the better. 
Yes, dialogue is necessary, including, of course, 
dialogue between the Soviet Union and the US. 


53 


But this dialogue must be honest, businesslike, and 
aimed at working out agreements complying with 
the principle of equality and equal security. The 
Soviet Union has both the will and the determi- 
nation to conduct matters in this way. 


This, however, calls for corresponding readiness 
on the part of the United States. Yet the US 
Administration, although it has of late professed a 
desire for dialogue with the USSR, is not backing it 
up with anything concrete. Moreover, these pro- 
fessions are belied by practical steps. Each US 
nuclear missile deployed on European soil is a new 
step towards the danger line. Does this really 
indicate readiness for truly businesslike negoti- 
ations, for settling the issues which are so import- 
ant for Europeans, for all. peoples? 


It is clear from this that it is not a question of 
talking, of making statements about readiness for 
talks, but rather of readiness to remove the ob- 
stacles which have been put in the way of the talks 
on nuclear arms limitation and reduction. 

It is this that the Soviet Union advocates. 


We have been and remain convinced supporters 
of halting and reversing the arms race. The whole 
set of proposals put forward by the Soviet Union 
pursues this aim. To freeze all nuclear arsenals 
immediately, to limit and reduce substantially stra- 
tegic arms, to lower the level of nuclear confron- 
tation in Europe radically, to prevent the militari- 
sation of outer space and to prohibit and destroy 
chemical weapons—these and other measures 
aimed at removing the threat of war are dictated by 
life. They are realistic and meet equally the interests 


of all states, the demands and hopes of the peoples 
of the world. 


This is also true of the proposal we put forward 
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recently that an agreement be reached on certain 
norms by which the relations between the nuclear 
powers should be guided and that these norms be 
of a binding nature. It is important that all the 
nuclear powers make the task of preventing nu- 
clear war the central one in their policy and build 
their mutual relations accordingly. 

The reaching of agreement on the issues men- 
tioned could mark the beginning of a real 
breakthrough in the international situation as a 
whole, and in Soviet-US relations. By concerted 
efforts, and given the political will, the situation 
can be chanaed for the better. 

It Is important to restore the atmosphere of 
international confidence; there is an acute need for 
this. A useful role in this can be played by the 
Stockholm Conference. Proceeding precisely from 
such an understanding of the significance and tasks 
of the Conference, the Soviet Union advocates 
reaching agreement, first of all, on major measures, 
namely, renunciation of the first use of nuclear 
weapons and of the use of armed force in general. 

Of late various quarters in the West, including 
the Socialist International and many socialist and 
social-democratic parties, have for their part also 
put forward initiatives aimed at reducing the threat 
of nuclear war and lessening international tension. 
This shows that there is a real urge to reactivate the 
process of detente. 

But this will not happen of its own accord. 
Effective and urgent measures are needed to put 
the situation right. 

The Soviet Union is prepared for broad and 
active Cooperation with all states and all peacelov- 
ing social forces in the struggle to reduce the 
danger of war and consolidate peace. This holds 
absolutely true for the parties that are members of 
the Socialist International. 


| would like for my part to emphasise most 
definitely that the Soviet Union will continue to 
pursue an unswerving policy aimed at curbing the 
arms race, reviving detente and strengthening 
European and international security. 


Yours respectfully, 
K. CHERNENKO 


Reply to the Message by the 
Delegation of the Municipal Council 
of Assisi and Members of the Order 
of St. Francis 


March 31, 1984 


| have studied with great care your message 
which expresses lively and genuine concern about 
the destiny of the world and a peaceful future for 
all mankind. 

The Soviet and Italian peoples, working men and 
women and people of goodwill in all countries 
share a common desire to avert the threat of a new 
war, save humanity from a thermonuclear catas- 
trophe, preserve and develop modern civilisation 
and make it, as you so rightly say in your message, 
a Civilisation of peace. People in the Soviet Union 
are aware of the work of the peace movement in 
Italy and the active involvement in it of members of 
various public and political circles, including mem- 
bers of Catholic organisations and working people 
who profess the Catholic faith. Communists and 
Catholics, it is known, hold different philosophical 
views, but this does not prevent us from working 
together for peace when peace is seriously 
threatened. 

The threat of nuclear war is indeed growing as a 
result of the deployment of new American missiles 
in Europe, which has begun, and the sharp in- 
crease in the activity of the forces of imperialism 
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which is openly seeking strategic military supe- 
riority over the USSR and world domination. 

More and more people on earth today under- 
stand the danger of the present course of events 
which threatens the very existence of mankind. Not 
only do they understand it, they are also trying 
actively to counter it. This is a manifestation of the 
sense of self-preservation, which is natural both in 
every person and in every nation. Today it is em- 
bodied in specific action—an impressive protest 
movement involving millions of people. They speak 
out against the reckless, short-sighted actions of 
those politicians who do not understand or do not 
want to understand iust how criminal it is of them 
to count on an uncontrolled and constant buildup 
of means of exterminating people. 

This inspires the hope that the current situation 
in the world can be rectified, rectified by the 
concerted and united efforts of state authorities 
and citizens, irrespective of their political, religious 
and philosophical views, social status or political 
party membership. There is no goal loftier than that 
of preserving mankind. There is no task more im- 
portant than that of working to ensure that the 
dreams of lasting peace and well-being and pros- 
perity of people do not remain only a beautiful 
utopia. The way to this is not easy, but quite 
obvious—it is to renounce confrontation, to 
embark firmly on the path of detente, cooperation 
and peaceful coexistence, and to begin radically to 
reduce armaments on the principles of equality and 
equal security. 

We believe today, just as we always have, that 
not a single opportunity, not a single chance to 
return to the path of talks should be missed. The 
peoples of the European countries, broad sections 
of the public must play an ever greater role in this. 

| would like to take this opportunity to ask you to 


convey to the Italian people that the Soviet Union 
will continue to pursue a policy of peace, detente 
and friendship among peoples and will work ac- 
tively to end the arms race, especially the nuclear 
arms race. 

| wish all the participants in the Italian peace 
movement and all its various sections success in 
their work to avert the nuclear threat and deliver 


Europe and all our planet from the nuclear storm 
clouds. 


K. CHERNENKO 


Speech in the Kremlin at a Dinner in 
Honour of Mengistu Haile Mariam, 
Chairman of the Provisional Military 
Administrative Council and | 
Chairman of the Commission for 
Organising the Party of the Working 
People of Ethiopia 


March 29, 1984 


Dear Comrade Mengistu, dear Ethiopian guests, 
comrades, 

First of all, | would like to speak about the 
sympathy and comradely solidarity felt in the 
Soviet Union for the courageous people of 
Socialist Ethiopia and convey my heartfelt greet- 
ings to its high-standing representatives led by 
Comrade Mengistu. 

There are long-standing friendly ties between 
our two peoples. However, only since the victory 
of the Ethiopian revolution, whose tenth anniver- 
sary will be celebrated iater this year, have these 
relations really blossomed and acquired new as- 
pects. They have been firmly sealed by our Treaty 
of Friendship and Cooperation. 

Comrade Menaistu, your visit to Moscow con- 
tinues the fine tradition of Soviet- Ethiopian summit 
meetings. We see it as yet one more important 
indication of the rich and dynamic cooperation 
between the Soviet Union and Ethiopia and be- 
tween the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
and the Commission for Organising the Party of 
the Working People of Ethiopia. By their friendship 
the Soviet Union and Ethiopia contribute to the 
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strengthening of peace and cooperation among 
peoples. 

At the talks today the Ethiopian leaders told us 
about the course of revolutionary development in 
their country. We are genuinely pleased with the 
achievements of the Ethiopian workina people 
who are working to build the foundations of a 
socialist society. The forthcoming founding of a 
ruling vanguard party auided by the principles of 
scientific socialism is of exceptional importance for 
the successful solution of the urgent problems of 
the Ethiopian revolution. 

With all our hearts we wish our Ethiopian friends 
further success on the path they have chosen. As 
ever, in this they can count on all-round support 
from the Soviet Union. 

Our meeting has once again confirmed the com- 
plete unity of the views of the Soviet Union and 
Ethiopia in evaluating the causes of the present 
dangerous situation in the world. Its main source is 
well known: it is the policy pursued by the more 
aggressive imperialist forces, which have embarked 
upon the path of unrestrained militarism and whip- 
Ping up tension in a bid for world domination. . 

To disguise its policy the US Administration is 
now doing all it can to present itself as a "peace- 
lover". However, everyone can see the true worth 
of that. Recently the Soviet Union expressed readi- 
ness to reach agreement with the other nuclear 
powers on the mutual recognition of norms of 
relations between them, which should eventually 
facilitate the reduction and subsequently the de- 
struction of nuclear weapons. What was the US 
response? | must tell you that no reply came from 
Washinaton. 

The real worth of what has been said at great 
length about US readiness to work towards reduc- 
ing international tension and act with restraint and 
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on the basis of the principle of non-use of force 
or threat of force can be judged by the example 
of Nicaragua, a country against which the US 
secret services and their hirelings are waging an 
undeclared war. They resort to violence and kill 
civilians. Surely Washington does not think that 
the peoples will take its policy of state terrorism 
and interference in the affairs of sovereign states 
for "peace-making''. it would be a big mistake to 
think so. 


The imperialists policy has cast a shadow on 
many areas of the alobe. The imperialists are par- 
ticularly hostile to the states which, like Ethiopia, 
adhere to socialist orientation and do not wish to 
submit to the dictation of foreign monopolies. 


But nobody can turn the wheel of history back. It 
is impossible to defeat the peoples who are imbued 
with the idea of genuine independence and firmly 
uphold the right themselves to decide their destiny. 
This ts one of the laws of history of our time. 


A complex situation is now taking shape in 
southern Africa where the racist South African 
regime, with the connivance of the United States, 
thinks that rt has the right to ignore the resolutions 
of the UN Security Council on Namibia’s indepen- 
dence and to perpetrate acts of overt aggression 
against the neighbouring African states. 


Using the stick-and-carrot policy and trying to 
capitalise on the desire of the African peoples to 
live in peace and in conditions of stability, the 
United States and some of its allies seek to force 
their will upon the peoples of southern Africa. But 
the peoples will iudge the situation in southern 
Africa by whether the security of the African states 
which are the victims of South Africa's aggression 
is really guaranteed, by whether the people of 
Namibia gain their freedom and independence, and 
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by whether the disgraceful system of apartheid is 
done away with at lona last. 

As far as the Soviet Union is concerned, it 
continues to stand firmly in support of Angola, 
Mozambique and other frontline states, as well as 
of the fighters for the liberation of the south of 
Africa from colonialism and racism. 

The Soviet Union stands unswervingly for im- 
proving the entire political situation in Africa in the 
belief that there are no problems in Africa which 
cannot be resolved at the negotiating table in 
keeping with the principles of the United Nations 
and the Organisation of African Unity. We are also 
convinced that the decisive role in this process 
belonas to the African states themselves. | 

Our approach to African issues is principled and 
honest. We do not have any interests which might 
conflict with the aspirations of the Africans them- 
selves. At the same time we are emphatically op- 
posed to that continent being turned into an arena 
of global political and, especially, military confron- 
tation. It goes without sayina that we categorically 
repudiate all attempts to declare Africa or its in- 
dividual regions a sphere of anybody's ‘vital 
interests”. 

The consolidation of the unity and cohesion of 
the peoples of Africa on a broad anti-imperialist, 
anti-racist and anti-colonialist platform, as well as 
within the framework of the Organisation of 
African Unity, is an essential condition for improv- 
ing the political climate on the African continent. 

We note with satisfaction that this organisation 
of independent African states has in recent years 
been making energetic efforts to overcome the 
difficulties created by the enemies of its unity. No 
minor part in this endeavour has been played by 
Comrade Mengistu, current Chairman of the 
Organisation of African Unity. 
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| want to say in conclusion that people in the 
Soviet Union highly appreciate the principled 
stand of Socialist Ethiopia on the pressing prob- 
lems of the present and its contribution to the 
struggle for peace and stronger international se- 
curity. | am sure that our friendly relations with 
Ethiopia will further develop as a result of these 
talks. 

Permit me to toast the health of our guest, 
Comrade Mengistu, outstanding leader of the 
Ethiopian revolution! 

To the health of all our esteemed Ethiopian 
guests! 

To the growing Soviet-Ethiopian friendship 


based on the principles of proletarian 
Internationalism! 


K. Y. HEPHEHKO 
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